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Hollywood, Health & Society 
 
Hollywood, Health & Society 
is a program at the Norman 
Lear Center that provides 
entertainment industry 
professionals with accurate 
and timely information for 
health storylines. Funded by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the project recognizes 
the profound impact that 
entertainment media have on 
individual behavior. In 
partnership with the CDC, we 
offer several resources, 
including writer’s briefings, 
story consulting, expert 
interviews, fact sheets and an 
expanding list of tip sheets 
written specifically for writers 
and producers.  

The Norman Lear Center
 
Founded in January 2000, the 
Norman Lear Center is a 
multidisciplinary research and 
public policy center exploring 
implications of the convergence of 
entertainment, commerce and 
society. On campus, from its base 
in the USC Annenberg School for 
Communication, the Lear Center 
builds bridges between schools 
and disciplines whose faculty 
study aspects of entertainment, 
media and culture. Beyond 
campus, it bridges the gap 
between the entertainment 
industry and academia, and 
between them and the public. 
Through scholarship and research; 
through its fellows, conferences, 
public events and publications; 
and in its attempts to illuminate 
and repair the world, the Lear 
Center works to be at the 
forefront of discussion and 
practice in the field. 

Writers Guild of America, 
west 
 
The Writers Guild of 
America is the sole collective 
bargaining representative 
for writers in the motion 
picture, broadcast, cable, 
interactive and new media 
industries. It has numerous 
affiliation agreements with 
other U.S. and international 
writing organizations and is 
in the forefront of the 
debates concerning 
economic and creative rights 
for writers. 

The Sentinel for Health Award for Daytime Drama recognizes exemplary storylines that inform, educate 
and motivate viewers to make choices for healthier and safer lives. Presented annually, The Award was 
first developed by the CDC to recognize exemplary achievements of writers and producers who 
demonstrate a commitment to heath issues in TV soap operas, and it is now administered by the 
Hollywood, Health & Society project at the USC Annenberg Norman Lear Center. Winning storylines 
have covered topics like breast cancer, diabetes, fetal alcohol syndrome, HIV, teen substance abuse and 
disability.  

The Sentinel for Health Award for Daytime Drama Award 
Ceremony 

 

Before the ceremony, Writers Guild of 
America, west president and event hostess 
Vicki Riskin chats with Vicki Beck, director 
of Hollywood, Health & Society and Marty 
Kaplan, director of the Norman Lear 
Center and associate dean of the USC 
Annenberg School. 



3     2003 Sentinel for Health Award for Daytime Drama Award Ceremony 

 3

VICKI RISKIN: My name is Vicki Riskin. I'm president of the Writers Guild and it's 

been my great pleasure to work in collaboration with the CDC and the Hollywood, 

Health & Society project that has really been pushed forward here by my dear 

friend, Marty Kaplan, who I'm going to introduce momentarily, and the Annenberg 

School of Communication and the Norman Lear Center. 

 

It's been a wonderful experience for me and for the Guild to have the extraordinary 

experts who have come to the Guild and have been able to inform our members, 

our writers, about critical issues. So we have a very exciting evening tonight called 

Disease Detectives. And I can't wait to find out how the story begins and ends. A 

whodunit—we've got some whodunits tonight. 

 

We'll have our reception and awards ceremony here in this very private venue. And 

then you'll all go down and be fed at the buffet. And then we'll begin our program 

for the evening. So my job is now to get out of the way and introduce my dear 

friend, Marty Kaplan.  

 

MARTY KAPLAN: Thank you. Never in the way. It's an enormous pleasure to 

work with the Writers Guild and with you, Vicki. The work we do wouldn't be 

possible unless we had the relationship with the storytelling community of 

Hollywood, and it's because of our partnership that we do, and tonight's a tribute 

to the way that we work together. And so I'm grateful and we really appreciate 

your help. Thanks. 

 

RISKIN: Thank you. 

 

KAPLAN: There are a range of people here from the different parts of the 

evening. Just so that you can connect names and faces, I'd like to point out who 

some of the people are by group.  
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One group consists of the panel discussion which is after dinner, and we're honored 

that the panel will be moderated by the co-chair of the board of our Hollywood, 

Health & Society project. Vicki is one of the co-chairs. And the other co-chair is Neal 

Baer, who's right here. Neal is the executive producer of Law and Order: SVU. And, 

as I mentioned, he will moderate the panel on Disease Detectives tonight. And the 

panelists who are here, and maybe since you're scattered a little bit, you could just 

raise your hand as I point, say your name. 

 

We have Lauren Lewis. Lauren is right there. Lauren is a graduate of the Epidemic 

Intelligence Service, the EIS. And she's now an epidemiologist at the CDC in the 

area of environmental health. 

 

We have Sandra Berrios-Torres. There's Sandra right next to her, also a graduate of 

the EIS. And she was formerly with the CDC's Injury Center. 

 

Mitch Cohen is here. He is the director of the CDC's Division of Bacterial and 

Mycotic diseases. And for those of you who can remember back to the ninth grade 

when you learned what mycology was, well, those of you who can't… 

 

MITCH COHEN: There's a fungus among us. 

 

KAPLAN: We have happily from the LA County Health Department, from the 

Acute Communicable Disease Control Unit, we have Laurene Mascola. Laurene's 

right there.  

 

And we have from the country's HIV epidemiology program, Doug Frye, who's right 

there. 

 

And what I'd like to ask Mitch and Laurene, and you can do this from your seats if 

you feel comfortable doing it, is just to say a comment on behalf of the agencies 

that you represent here this evening. Mitch? 
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COHEN: Well, thank you. Good evening, everybody. And first of all, let me 

thank you for inviting all of us to join you. I also wanted convey Dr. Gerberding’s, 

our director's, best wishes. I know you've been trying to get her to come out and 

visit. And she apologizes for not being able to make it. And she really promises that 

she'll try to be here soon. 

 

This has been an absolutely crazy year for CDC. SARS, Monkey Pox, now West Nile, 

which is rapidly approaching California. We have all of these infectious disease 

problems. And we still have a lot of serious other types of problems. We have quiet 

epidemics of obesity and diabetes and a lot of other chronic diseases that are 

problems. We recognize that things that are really critical for our addressing these 

areas and issues are our partnerships with folks like all of you. And we really want 

to thank you for everything you do. When you raise awareness about an issue in a 

storyline or a placement or when you encourage someone to do a good behavior or 

not to do something that's a bad behavior, you are helping us in public health. So 

what we really want to do again is to thank you all very much for all of your help. 

 

KAPLAN: And Laurene? 

 

LAURENE MASCOLA: I want to thank you for inviting us to participate here 

tonight. And I want to give my best from Dr. Jonathan Fielding, who is the medical 

director and health officer for the LA County Health Department, who couldn't be 

here tonight. I'm very pleased actually to be able to speak to this group of esteemed 

writers who can, with unfaltering dedication and motivation and skill, actually 

educate the public about diseases and microbes and parasites, along with murder 

and mayhem, and issues dealing with children, and all have it blend into one nice 

storyline so people take home that message. 

 

What I really want to say is that I'm glad that we can be partners. We're here in LA 

together in the center of the media industry and here in public health. We look 
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forward to interacting with you. I think the two of us together can really tell people 

all about disease and how they can protect themselves and how to be healthy. So I 

think that is our common goal for both of us. And I'm real pleased to be here and 

to help you with any ideas you have. 

 

KAPLAN: Thank you. The centerpiece of what we're doing here in this room 

before we go on to the next event has to do with the Sentinel for Health Awards.  

We have a tradition at the Lear Center where we thank people who have helped, 

not at the end of the program, but at the beginning. So in case anyone has drifted 

away, they get to hear the names and see the faces of some of the people who do 

the hard work. And you've met Vicki and Neal, the co-chairs of our board. Jennifer 

Burt—where's Jennifer? 

 

RISKIN: She's downstairs. 

 

KAPLAN: She's working. She's working. Jennifer Burt, who works with Vicki, is 

one of our great partners. Vicki Beck, who is there, is the Director of the Hollywood, 

Health & Society Program at the Lear Center. Mandy Shaivitz, who's there in the 

back, is the project manager. Grace Huang, who's next to her is a research 

specialist. Kira Poplowski’s not here, coming later. Scott McGibbon is there. And 

Johanna Blakley, both with the Lear Center. And what the hell? Let's give them a 

round of applause.  

 

But don't exhaust your applause because I'm going to ask you to also be generous 

in giving it to someone else. I think it's fair to say that the reason that there is a 

Sentinel for Health Award for health storylines in daytime television is because one 

person talked to the CDC a number of years ago and said, you know what would 

be a good idea? And it's usually the case that someone writes it down or doesn't 

write it down. And that's the end of it. But, in fact, sometimes things follow from 

good ideas. And the award was first was administered by the CDC, and it’s now 

administered on behalf of the CDC by Hollywood, Health & Society because of this 
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great idea. At Population Communications International, there has been an annual 

soap summit, which has been the venue for previous presentations of this. And I 

just wanted to express on behalf of all of us our appreciation to Sonny Fox for 

getting us through this.  

 

So this is the fourth Sentinel for Health Awards. And it's astonishing, every time I 

tell people that we do this, they say, “Huh?” And then I say well, just remember 

two things. The population at greatest risk for health issues is also a population that 

loves the soaps, and it's also a population that says that when they see something 

on the soaps, they think it's realistic, that it's worth believing if they get information 

that is reliable from it. And when explained that way, people say, “Oh, yeah!” And 

wouldn't it be good if people didn't just make stuff up? Or scare people? But rather 

did it in a responsible way, which is still gripping entertainment? And that's what 

you all, the finalists for this award, have done, and we're here to pay tribute to you 

for doing that. 

 

The Awards finalists were chosen, and the final award was chosen through two 

rounds of judging. One group of judges was made up of CDC topic experts who 

assessed the accuracy of the depictions. And a second group, which included 

professionals from the world of entertainment, academia, advocacy groups in public 

health, looked not only at the accuracy, but also entertainment value and benefit 

for the viewing audience. And a number of the judges from those panels are here 

tonight, so I just collectively want to thank those of you who did the judging for 

being here and looking at the tapes and having great discussions and bringing us to 

this point. So thank all of you.  

 

I'm going to tell you the names of all the finalists tonight. And I'm going to then go 

through each finalist. And we'll be asking each of the finalists to come up and 

receive their finalist trophy. 

 

The finalists for 2003—there are four of them. One is, from The Guiding Light, the 
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storyline “Marina Prepares to Sleep with Ben.” From One Life To Live, the storyline 

“Al's Drug Addiction.” From The Young and the Restless, the storyline “Neil's Battle 

with Alcoholism.” And from The Guiding Light, the storyline “Rick Bower Gets 

Richard Winslow's Heart.” 

 

So we're going to start. And I'll set up a clip for each. And the first storyline is from 

The Guiding Light. Marina is a young girl eager to have a sexual experience with her 

boyfriend, Ben. The judges liked the way the writers addressed the realistic disease 

risks and the possible ramifications of teenage sex without making it preachy. Since 

two-thirds of all sexually transmitted diseases occur in people 25 or younger, and 

one in four new STD infections occur in teenagers, you can see why this is such an 

important storyline. So let's look at a clip from “Marina Prepares to Sleep with 

Ben.” 

 

[CLIP] 

 

KAPLAN: So on behalf of The Guiding Light, would Christopher Dunn please 

come on up and accept your final award?  

 

DUNN: Thanks so much. 

 

KAPLAN: Congratulations. 

 

DUNN: I appreciate that. Can I have a word? 

 

KAPLAN: Why not? 

 

DUNN: This is wonderful. Aas writer on the show, very often we get a note from the 

network or from the producing company to be responsible to research. Make sure 

everything is in place when we're going to tell a story like this. And sometimes 

don't want to follow all the rules. You don't want to do it just right because it may 
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not be right for the character. In this particular case with this character Marina, it 

was wonderful, very identifiable. It was right. It felt right to tell the story exactly this 

way because we thought that the audience would identify with her and what she 

was going through. And, of course, the different stories have been around the 

block a little bit, one being murder. 

 

KAPLAN: And then they wound up not sleeping together because he got 

arrested for the murder. 

 

DUNN: I'm glad we got to tell it. And we also put a lot of thought, I think, a lot of 

good advice in the mouths of people that the audience trusts. The character, played 

by Justin Dees as Buzz, is just trusted and loved by the audience. And he shows that 

the audience stays with these people for a long, long period of time. So when you 

put good advice in the mouth of somebody like him, it's heard. So we appreciate it 

very much.  

 

KAPLAN: The next storyline is from One Life To Live. Al is a college student who 

finds himself taking drugs so he can work late nights to improve his grades. Before 

he knows it, he's addicted. The judges liked the choice of Al, who appears to be a 

nice boy from a nice family, who eventually faces the devastating consequences of 

his habit. In 2001, nearly one in five people between the ages of 18 to 25 reported 

using an illicit drug within the past month. This suggests an important problem on 

campuses nationwide, giving this storyline even more importance among college 

students. So here's a clip from “Al's Drug Addiction” from One Life To Live. 

 

[CLIP] 

 

KAPLAN: The next storyline is from The Young and the Restless where we see a 

family struggle from Neil's alcoholism, which puts his career in jeopardy and affects 

his relationships with his daughter and nephew. The judges felt it was an excellent 

portrayal of an African-American family coming together to address the insidious 
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nature of alcoholism, a major public health issue across all socio-economic and 

ethnic groups. African-American men are affected in particular as they are more 

likely than white men to die of alcohol-related illnesses and injuries, such as cirrhosis 

of the liver and car crashes. Considering these life-threatening issues, the storyline 

has even greater meaning. Let's see a clip from “Neil's Battle with Alcoholism.” 

 

[CLIP] 

 

KAPLAN: And finally, from the Young and the Restless, we have both the co-

head writer, Jack Smith and Kristoff St. John, who played the role of Neil, and does 

have his beard back tonight. 

 

SMITH: Stay with me here. Neil Winters is a character who's very upstanding 

and has everything to live for. He was surrounded by people who loved him. He had 

a great job. He was one of the more unlikely people to become an alcoholic. And 

one of the facets of this story that we wanted to portray is that no one is too 

unlikely to become addicted to alcohol. It can happen to any of us and it does 

happen to many of us. We portrayed this story on a platform that I think is very 

significant. And that is daytime television, which is quintessential and American, has 

been around forever, before television and even before radio. It's a forum that 

people watch and people listen to and people learn from. And we are just very 

pleased to be able to serve the community that way. 

 

ST. JOHN: I would just like to add I was very proud to undertake a storyline such 

as this one. I had spent close to eleven years in a suit and tie, buttoned up. And to 

have the opportunity to delve into such a dramatic storyline, courtesy of the writers 

on the show, it was a real challenge. And it was kind of easy because I stayed drunk 

the entire time. I'm a method actor. I didn't do the Mickey Rourke thing—go down 

to downtown Los Angeles and sleep with the drunks. But indeed, I learned a lot 

about myself during the storyline. And what you didn't see in some of those clips 

was the rage and the pathos and the true experience that an alcoholic might go 
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through. I sat and talked to quite a few. And I went to some AA meetings. And the 

two buzz terms that I heard was keep it simple and one day at a time. And again, 

some of the stuff that was missing was just holding on to life one minute at a time 

for that character. So indeed, I was very proud and very happy to portray it. So 

thank you very much. 

 

KAPLAN: The last storyline is from The Guiding Light. Rick Bower is facing 

death unless he receives a heart transplant. The judges felt that the writers did an 

excellent job providing information about organ donation and the impact it can 

have on so many people's lives. Since 17 people die every day due to a lack of 

available organs and 13 new names are added to the list everyday, this storyline 

provides a strong message for saving lives. Let's take a look at “Rick Bower Gets 

Richard Winslow's Heart.” 

 

[CLIP] 

 

KAPLAN: Accepting for The Guiding Light, Christopher Dunn. 

 

DUNN: Pretty hard to be funny about organ donation. This particular story actually 

started off as a story about this degenerative heart disease that this character got. 

And to be honest with you, I can't even pronounce it. But it very quickly turned into 

an organ donation story, which we are very proud to do. And I should mentioned 

that some of the people who were responsible for getting this story going and 

getting it on the air aren't with the show anymore. And executive producer Paul 

Raush and head writer, Lee Taggert. But they really fought the big fight on this one. 

We wanted to have a PSA in one of the more telling episodes. And we had to fight 

to get it on. And it actually, from what I understand, got tremendous response. And 

so we were proven correct. 

 

Everybody talks about daytime being a good venue for these kind of stories. But it's 

getting harder to fight sometimes to get them on when you want to do it. And I 
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point that out only to this group as a way of saying keep doing things like this. And 

hopefully we can get some of this on the air.  

 

KAPLAN: I think we'll all agree that every writer and actor and producer and 

executive involved with all of these shows has a great deal to be proud of. And it 

proves that not only are you making entertainment, what you're doing matters to 

people, not only as audiences, but also as humans who share the same space in 

society as the rest of us. So it's appreciated and this is an opportunity to say how 

much you are appreciated by people and agencies that do this kind of work all the 

time. 

 

At this point, I have the happy privilege to offer the name of the winner of the 

Fourth Annual Sentinel for Health Award, the storyline that the judges felt had the 

greatest entertainment value and the greatest potential benefit to its viewing 

audience. And, in fact, it goes to the team that two years ago won for their 

storyline for the show, for its storyline on diabetes. And I'm happy once again to 

welcome to the podium to receive a Sentinel for Health Award—Jack Smith and 

Kristoff St. John. 

 

SMITH: I just feel very, very honored to be receiving this award in the 

presence of the other nominees. The storylines were all so very powerful. And in the 

presence of all of you who really do the work that we try and portray in drama. Of 

course, this is such a big, collaborative event that it would be impossible to thank 

everybody. All of the writers, producers, Kris, the Bell family, the Sony family. And 

everyone associated with the show. Thank you very, very much. 

 

KAPLAN: Right now downstairs, there are about a hundred writers and 

producers from features and television who are here in order to do some of the 

same kind of work. To hear from disease detectives, to learn about the health issues 

which can become good and useful entertainment. And they're going to start by 

having a buffet dinner. We warmly invite all of you to join us for that and to stay for 



13     2003 Sentinel for Health Award for Daytime Drama Award Ceremony 

 13

the panel discussion. And please, once again, to the winners, to the judges, to the 

Hollywood, Health & Society board members, thank you all for being here. Everyone 

deserves a warm congratulations. 

 

 Lear Center director Martin 
Kaplan with Jack Smith and 
Kristoff St. John from 2003 
Sentinel for Health Award 
for Daytime Drama winner 
The Young and the Restless. 


