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The Sentinel for Health Awards were developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) to recognize exemplary achievements of TV writers who inform, educate and motivate viewers 
to make choices for healthier and safer lives through their storytelling. The Awards are administered by 
Hollywood, Health & Society (HH&S), a program of the USC Annenberg Norman Lear Center, and is 
funded by the CDC. HH&S serves as a one-stop-shop for writers, producers and others in search of cred-
ible information on a wide range of public health topics.

The Sentinel for Health Awards recognize exemplary health storylines in eight categories: primetime 
drama, primetime comedy, primetime minor storyline, daytime drama, Spanish-language telenovela, 
children’s programming, global health, and climate change. Storylines recognized by the awards program 
have dealt with a range of public health topics including childhood obesity, diabetes, HIV, substance 
abuse, lung cancer, organ donation and disability.

The 2011 award winners are:

Primetime Drama: “Qualities and Difficulties,” Parenthood (NBC) 
Primetime Minor Storyline: “Not Responsible,” Grey’s Anatomy (ABC) 
Children’s Programming: “Food for Thought: Eating Well on a Budget,” Sesame Street (PBS) 
Global Health Storyline: “It’s a Leaf,” Off the Map (ABC) 
Telenovela: “Once a Year, for Peace of Mind” El Clon (Telemundo)

For the full story on the 2011 winners and finalists, click here.

Analysis of data from the HealthStyles Survey indicates that over half of regular viewers report learning 
something about a disease or how to prevent it from a daytime/primetime drama. After hearing something 
about a health issue or disease on a soap opera, one-third of regular viewers took some action. After hear-
ing about a health issue or disease on a primetime show, nearly half of regular viewers took some action. 
For summaries of the Health-Styles Surveys, click here.

Health topic experts from CDC and other partner organizations will review entries for accuracy of health 
issues. Judges from entertainment and public health organizations will review finalists in each category 
for entertainment value and benefit to the viewing audience to determine the winners.

The event will be held Sept. 19, 2012, at the Writers Guild of America, West, in Los Angeles, CA.

To apply, download the entry form by clicking here. Deadline for submissions is June 15, 2012. Storylines 
must have an original air date between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. For more information about the 
awards, visit our website at www.usc.edu/hhs, or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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http://hollywoodhealthandsociety.org/events/12th-annual-sentinel-health-awards-2011
http://www.cdc.gov/healthcommunication/ToolsTemplates/EntertainmentEd/HealthstylesSurvey.html
http://www.usc.edu/hhs/sites/default/files/sentinel-for-health-awards/sentinel_entry_2012.pdf
http://www.usc.edu/hhs
http://www.facebook.com/HollywoodHealth
https://twitter.com/#!/HollywdHealth

